WESTERN EX 





A MINER. 





IT IS ERROR, ONLY, AND NOT TRUTH, THAT SHUNS INVESTIGATION, 





PUBLISHED BY JOHN BOBB 


EDITED BY AN ASSOCIATION. 





Vor. IT. 


ST. LOUIS, FEB. 8, 1835. 


No. 6. 


—— a 








=— 
For the Western Examiner. 
AN ESSAY 
On the truth or falsehood of the Jewish Religion. 
[Concluded from page 34. ] 

“In place, then, of ascribing to your books 
the origin which you claim for them, I am 
thoroughly convinced that they have been 
written since your return from captivity, al- 
though they may contain some scraps and 
remnants of old traditions, handed down like 
the traditions of other nations, by the priests. 
This is rendered probable by the mixture of 
Egyptian and Persian traditions contained in 
them. Had Moses written the book of Gen- 
esis, he would not have made, as the Per- 
sians do, the serpent an evil genius, or the 
symbol of evil. The sun had not advanced 
far enough in the Zodiac, atthe date ascri- 
bed to that book, to have made the serpent the 
astronomical sign of evil. Another proof is, 
that Moses could have known nothing of the 
rivers mentioned in the second chapter of that 
book. {twas not until your nation was sub- 
jected, and your people led away captive, that 
you became acquainted with the rivers Euphra- 
tes and Tigris. The astronomical allegory of 
the temptation of Eve is manifestly of Per- 
sian origina—and the doctrine of the Devil was 
not received by you from the Egyptians, but 
from the Ahriman of our people. You be- 
‘came acquainted with the river Hiddekel on- 
ly when you were placed as captives on its 
banks, and this is made certain by the book of 
Daniel. The same remark may be made of 
the Land ef Aish, which lay on the Persian 
‘Galf—round which the river Gihon was said 
to run. The [@th. chapter is plainly a geo- 
graphical picture of the world, derived as it 
was krewn to your people after your return 
from captivity, or, most certainly, after you 
became navigators. The name of Ophir 
alone would be enough to prove this. ‘The 
building of many cities, and the existence of 
many nations, are there mentioned, which 
you could only have known at a late day. 
There is also a dynasty of the kings of Edom 
given, and mention is made there of the kings 
of Israel, which is the clearest proof that 
these books were written after you had kings, 
And finally, the death of Moses and his buri- 
al are narrated in these books. Now add to 
this the fact that the book of the law was 








your account, even the king was profeundly 
ignorant of its contents, and what proof have 
we of the antiquity of your books? It is no 
doubt true that the priests had some ancient, 
traditional records, before the captivity, but it 
is true also, that the doctrines which you 
did not derive from the Persians, are all of 
Egyptian origin. The name of Tsour or 
Osiris, occurring in your book of Deuterono- 
my, is a proof of this—and your rites of cir- 
cumcission and baptism were taken from the 
priests of that God.” 


“It is plain,” said the Epicurean “that the 
first chapters of the book of Genesis are not 
written by the same hand which composed 
the book of Exodus. The name of Jehovah 
does not occur there—and is said, Exod. vi. 
3, not to have been known to the patriarchs. 
The cosmogony of Moses is therefore a Per- 


‘sian tradition, for what is the name Yahouah, 


or Jehovah, but the name Youpiter, and 
whence did your nation and the Greeks, ob- 
tain it, save from the Egyptians? There are 
two accounts of the creation embodied in the 
beginning of the book of Genesis. The first 
extends only to the fourth verse of the second 
chapter, and is plainly written by a different 
hand, and is a tradition ofa different age, from 
the second account. ‘This is proven, because 
ir the first account the word translated God, 
Elohe, is different from that translated in the 
second account, Lord God—because in the 
first account the creation of man is said to 
have been after that of the beasts, whereas in 
the latter it is said to have been before—and 
because the first account and second do not 
agree in their statement of the creation of man 
and woman. Add to this that your six 
days of the creation are manifestly a copy of 
the aions or ages of the Persian and Hindu 
cosmogony. Itis also plain that your cos- 
mogony was no revelation from God, by the 
blunders which it contains. No God who 
knew any thing about hie works, could have 
stated that when the earth was created, he cre- 
ated light, as if every thing depended on the 
earth. Was there no light in the other mil- 
lion of spheres, before the earth was created? 
Besides, if the evening and the morning were 
the first day, by which day will you measure? 
—by the day at the equator or the poles? 
Nothing, however, is so absurd as the division 


Found by a priest, in the House of the Lord | of the waters by a firmament, when in fact 
ig the reign of Joajah—and that according to’ there is no such thing as a firmament ” 











OWhy,” ¢ said the Magus, “hou! di adopt | ‘and still it would: be no » possible evideuee of 
your religion? 1s not the original as good as} ‘the truth of your religi on—hbecause there are 
the copy? You tell me n: thing in your ec-|tmany such ‘books, in which truth and false- 
eount of the creation which is not as plainly | | hood—history and gpriestcraft, are mixed. 
taught in our own books; and as ] néver saw | Common eense t teaches that the traditional his- 
much in ours, with regard to this matter, to| tory of the patriarchs may be, and probably 
believe, I certainly shall not believe yours. lis, ag correct as traditions “generally are—and 
Jo your history of the fall, I recognise an Eas-|the same common sense teaches us that the 
tern allegory. In the history of Cain and | tales of miracles, of the appearance of angels 
Abel, I see the Typhon and Oeviris of Egypt. '&c, areas false in the book of Genesis, as 
The sons of God who cohabited with the | in the history of Herodotus. In the ancient 
daughters of men, very plainly show your|history of every people, their ancestors are 
acquaintance with other mythologies than yeur | represented as allied to the Gods. « We reject 
own—and on the subject of the flood, from} the fabulous, without thereby discrediting what 
the impossibility of sitch an occurrence from i isprobable. Al! nations ascribe to themselves 
the causes there stated—and the greater im-/a remote origin. We allow for the i, 
possibility of such an Ark as yours—it needs | tion—and knowing that you, asa people, have 
no refutaiion. If you point to the marks of a ‘only recently been known to other fations, we 
deluge—I ask where are the bones of mon| cannot consider you as ancient as the Kgyp- 
among those of the animals?——and why, if/tians, Indians and Persians... We know that 
Noah took all the animals—or some of all | the common people in every country \ are ig- 
kinds, into his ark, why are many now ex-/ norant and credulous. We know that the 
tinet?’ We find bones, among the relics of| Jews were pre-eminently 80, and ve believe 
what you call the deluge, of animals not row | that the priests invented your sacred books. 
in existence. | We have the same opinion of the Indians, 


“The book of Genceis is manifestly a col- | | Egyptians, Grecks and Romans. By all 
lection of fables and traditions. One of the ‘alike, the prieste are pampered and the books 
former of these is the tale of the tower of Ba- | | believed.’ 
bel, crowded in between the detached parts of “Although 1,” said the Epicurean, “like 
a genenlogy—and manifestly not at all con- | my friend, am willing to allow that itis of no 
nected with them, and forming no part of a! ‘importance whether we consider your history 
regular history. The tale bears in its absur- a true oF false, yet you will ellow me to say, 
dity the mark of its falsehood. The whole | jhat I have no idea that your laws were ever 
people of the earth were journeying—and all given you by alawgiver so remote as Moses. 
stopped at once, and commenced building a | If we allow, however, that the history con- 
tower wherewith to getto Heaven—and seem | tained in the books of Exodus and the three 
actually to have caused fear in their Maker, t eucceeding, civested of its miraculous inci- 
Jest they should perform what they had at- | denis, is true, yet still we are as far as ever 
tempted. If they had arrived at the utmost | from believing im the divine mission of Moses. 
limits of the atmosphere, they would still have | at whatever period he lived, I believe that his 
been 8 considerable distance from Heaven. | mission from Heaven Was only pret tended, be- 

“Did we need any other proof of the for- | caus se other lawgiv ers have made the same 
eign origin of al! the first part of the book, it) pretence, forthe sake of adding authority to 
would be found ia the fact that the names con- their Jaws. Your history, 20 far as it claims 
tajued in it are neither Hebrew names, nor are | to confer on your religion a divine origin is en- 
they even now In use in your nation. Adamoh ' titled to no credit, because you cannot show 
and Hevah are Persian names, and the others |that it was not written by the priests, for 
are’but a medley of names of countries taken | whose benefitit was devised. The divine au- 
and applied by rou to men. Let me only ob- thority of Moses rests, then, on the same 
sérve that you ought for your own sake, to re- | proof as that of Minos or Zerdusht. It is pre- 
ject the book of Genesis. You clan to have | tended that Moses performed miracles before 
been, and to be still, the favored people of ; Pharaoh—and the proof of the falschood of 
‘God —and that he made you his chosen peo- ‘the tale is, that the Magicians are said to have 
ple. Ifthere was a true religion before yours, | performed many of the same miracles, This 
is. not yours false? And was not Melchisedec jwe know to be false—and therefore this disere- 
‘she priest of the most High God’? I ehall/dits the whole story. Suppose it were true 
waive any further consideration of the book of | that both the Magicians and Moses performed 
Genesis. As a mere historical book from the! miracles—what would follow? Why that 
dime of Abraham downward it may be true— ! Moses was rather mor »powerful than the Ma- 
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gicians—and that he said that he was inspired. 
Is there any better proof that his power came 
from God, than there is that the power of his 
opponents did so? You offer me no proof of 
these miracles—and truly, the crossing of the 
Red Sea—the rain of quails—and others like 
these—are too absurd to be believed without 
some proof. [am willing to believe that you 
had a lawgiver, and that his name was Moses 





—but that he was divinely inspired you must 
prove. To do this you point to his laws. 
With regard to the ten commandiments—those 


of theGreek mythology. The books of th® 
prophets are as tittle worthy of attention 
Isaialy contains internal evidence of a latet 
origin than that ascribed to it—by its mention 
of Cyrus. There is no proof that any of these 
books were written before the events took place 
which they pretend to predict—and therefore 
common sense teaches us, that they were 
written afterwards. You point to the predic- 
tions of a Messiah. Many of them refer to 
Cyrus—and many of those in Isaiah, to Jere- 
miah or some other prophet—and even if they 


against murder,adultery, stealing and false wit-| do refer to a Messiah, you brought that no- 


ness, are punished by the laws of every nation. 
It needed no inspiration to prove them to be 
crimes. The command to keep the seventh 
day could not be eomplied with at the poles. 
The other commandments are very good—and 
laying these aside, almost ail the laws of Mo- 
ses are laws for the temporal concerns of your 
nation. These laws have been much praised 
by you, and I have examined them. I finda 





law, that he who strikes hia father or mother, 
shall die. Salon didnot think that such a| 


tion from Persia, where, and throughout the 
Kast, the appreach of a great astronomical 
epoch lins introduced an expectation of some 
great change, end of some great conqueron 
who is to appear. 

‘That your religion ia not inspired, is mani- 
fest from the degraded character of your God 
—whom you represent as a short-sighted, ig~ 
norant and cruel being —from the barbarity 
of your lawgiver and your ancestors—fronr 
your defective morality and the exclusiveness 


wretch could be found. If a man innocently; of your lawe—and from the fact that every 


slew another, he was liable to be murdered | 
for it, unless he could reach a city of refuge. | 
You were allowed to buy and éeil one ano-| 
ther——and if a man killed his servant, he wee! 
punished—if the servant lingered a day or two, | 
he was not punished, because the servant was | 
his money. You were to give to the priests) 
first fruits of every thing—of your children— | 
of the ripe fruits and liquors, of your cattle | 
and sheep. All the peaple were forbidden to! 
eat either fat or blood. Death was denounced 
against any one who should eat fat. ‘That! 
was sacred to the use of the priests. Every | 
sin caused an offering. The touch of any un-) 
clean thing caused an offering. In short, your | 
whole code of laws was invented for the main- 
tenance and support of the priests; and no) 


hook invented vy the twelfth part of a people, | 
in order that they might be pampered in their 
giuttony and lust by the other eleven, 1s worthy 
of credit. No nation on earth, except yours, | 
would submit to so much imposition—for the | 
demands of the priests upon the people were 
never satisfied, 

‘With regard to the remainder of your his- 
tory, Ihave little tosay. It is full of blan- 
cers and contradictions, and that is the best 
proof that it is nearly correct. It is just what! 
the history of a wild, barbarous and ignorant 
nation would be. The book of Job is an Ara- 
bian book, and therefore { pasa it by. The| 
books of Psalms, of Proverbs, and of Ecc!e- 
sjastes, may be all what they preten!, and they 
are etill no better proof of the truth of your 
religion, thaa the hymag3 of Callimachus ara. 





thing tends to the aggrandisement of the 
priests—and therefore f reject it.” 


“That your religion is not inspired,” said 
the Magus, ‘‘is apparent from the facta, that, 
all your doctrines are drawn from Mytholo- 
gies of other nations—that your devil is a late: 
introduction of the Ahrimean whom we. fear, 
into yous mythology—that your cosmogony is 
a copy of ours—thatalthough you believe and 
teach the doctrine of n future. state and of a 
soul, itis no where taught in your booke— 
that your books contain accounts which would 
discredit any book, because they are impossi- 
ble and absurd—and finally, because a!l the 
proof you offer, only affects the historical 
character of the booka—and that, asin ali an- 
cient histories, some may be true, and more 
false—and therefore I too reject it.” 


In this summary way. would such men have 
disposed of the books of the Old Testament, 
and of the religion.of Moses; and I conceive 
that neither the one nor the other need refuta-. 
tion. It appears to me incredible how any 
man could believe that God ever taught a reli- 
gion, or gave a code of laws, by which eleven 
men were co:npelled ta support one, and to 
give up to him the best of every thing which 
their own labor might procure them. Did 
God ever command that cleven-twelftha of the. 
human race should Fe ignorant, degraded, and. 
debased slaves? Never. Whatever may be, 
the power that governs th Universe, if euch 
: power thera is, separate from the Universe, | 
cubich [believe nor.) ho gavg no euch law. 
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If he did, omnipotent though he might be, I, sordid interests of the lazy multitude of Paga® 
would not serve or obey him. priests, was immediately connected with th 

It is not my purpose to lengthen this Essay. | ruin and suppression of the Christian cause- 
Many things which would have been included ' The public worship of so many deities, was a 
in it, had it been published by me in its proper | source of clerical subsistance and emolument. 
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place, have appeared in other Essays, and in| ‘To accomplish more speedily, therefore, the 
another guise. I only ask the Christian, if 
the foundation of his faith is so weak, where 
is his faith itself? I ask him to look carefully 
at the four Essays of which this is one—and 


ruin of the Christians, all those whose inter- 
ests were incompatible with the spread of the 
gospel, loaded its followers with the most oppro- 
brious calumnies, which were too easily be- 


lieved by the unthinking multitude. Such 
were the means employed to influence the 
public mind: obloquy instead of argument, 
and abuse instead of reason! 

Nothing can be imagined, in point of viru- 
lence and fury; which was not employed for 
the extermination of the Christians. The 
Pagans even went so far as to pursuade the 
people that all the deseases, wars, tempests 
and calamities which afflicted mankind, were 
judgements sent down by the angry gods, be- 


then to think, soberly and calmly, whether I 
have not proven that there is no foundation in 
evidence for a belief in the Christian or Jewish 
Religion--whether I have not shown him that 
there is no proof of the existence of Spirit— 
and of aGod? If I have not proven what I 
have attempted, it is well. Iam content. If 
I have proven that either the existence of a 
God or of Spirit, or the truth of the Jewish | 
Religion, have no proof, then, if either of these 
dogmas fail, the Christian Religion goes with 
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it. Can that be true which has so much 
against it? And finally, | ask my readers to 
believe that I am candid in what I write—and 
that I have carefully examined every subject 
on which I have written—and that, with a tho- 
rough desire to find the truth. Not for myself 





do I ask it--but because we are ever accused 
of writing what we do not believe—and of ig- 
norance of what the defenders of Christianity 
have written. I, for one, protest against this. 
For myseif, I care not—for I know the horror 
which my writings will excite; and though I 
think of it with a feeling of sadness, still I am 





content to meetit. Itis forthe cause—the cause | 
of omnipotent Truth, of whom I am, I trust, a 

servant. It is because I would meet with that | 

which J] always grant toan opponent, a candid : 
and fair hearing—and a no less candid reply. 

PRomMgTHEUvs. | 

} 


For the Western Examiner. 


DESULTORY OBSERVATIONS. 


'*And the Monks finished what the Goths began.”’ 
Pope. 


There is one principle which appears to be 
inherent in human nature, the truth of which, 





the whole round of political and theological 
history goes to confirm. That principle is | 
retaliation: to render abuse for abuse: to wield | 
the same weapons against a weaker, which | 
have been felt from a stronger enemy. I shall 
rove the truth of this position, by compar- 
ing the persecution of the primitive Chris- 
tians, with their conduct towards modern infi- 
dels. : 
The Pagans regarded the early Christians | 
as Infidels and Atheists, who were, by the) 
Roman laws, declared pests to society! The! 





cause they were suffered to live! Thus were 


the Christians of the first three centuries per- 
secuted and annoyed by the adherents to Pa- 
ganism.* 

Soon, however, the Christian religion be- 
gan to spread, and early in the fourth century, 
Constantine the Great, Emperor of Rome, be- 
came its advocate and follower, on account of 


a pretended vision. His conversion gave a 
powerful impulse to the dissemination of 
Christianity; so great, that it at once became 
the most popular religion. Whereupon, we find 
its leaders immediately employing the same 
weapons against their opposers, which had 


* It is extremely probable, that the stories which 
have been handed down to us of the persecutions of the 
early Christians,are either greatly exaggerated, or entire- 
ly fabulous. We have some direct testimony upon this 
subject, which countervails much of the assertion of the 
Fathers, as to the extent of martyrdom in the first and 
second centuries. ‘Tertullian expressly declares that it 
was not the Pagans who were persecutors, but the 
Christians. ‘Tertullian wrote about A. D.200. His 
testimony, adduced by Reeves, is as follows : 

‘« The Christian persecutors have been always men 
divested of justice, piety, and common shame, upon 
whose government you yourselves have put a brand, 
and rescinded their acts by restoring those whom they 
condemned. But of all the Emperors down to this pre- 
sent reign, who understood any thing of religion or hu- 
manity, name me one whe ever persecuted the Chris- 
tians. On the contrary, we show you the excellent M. 
Aurelius for our protector and patron, who though he 
could not publicly set aside the penal laws, yet he did 
as well, he publicly rendered them ineffectual in ano- 
ther way, by discouraging our accusers with the last 
punishments, viz: burning alive. “7 

‘« Does not the prison sweat with your heathen crimi- 
nals continually!—Do not the mines continually groan 
with the load of heathens?—Are not the wild beasts 
fattened with heathens?—Now, among all these male- 
factors, there’s not a Christian to be found for any crime 
but that of bia name only, or if there be, we disown 
him for a Christian.’’—-Ed. West. Ex 
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formerly thinned their ranks with such fearful! slander and detraction. Instead of fairly re- 


rapidity. 

No later than the fourth century, we find 
the heads of the Christian church, beginning 
to trample upon the rights of the people, and 
to contend among themselves for ecclesiasti- 
cal dignity! So great was their thirst for pre- 





futing the doctrines of the Infidel, by sound ar- 
gument, they attack his moral character, with 
calumny and misrepresentation; thereby ren- 
dering him an object of popular odium. Why 
do they not use reason and solid sense to de- 
fend their own and suppress opposing opin- 


cedence and preferment, that on the death of|ions? One would suppose, if their system be 


Liberius, in 366, when a new pontiff was to be 


stinate were the candidates, that a civil war, in 


the streets of Rome was the consequence! | ha 
however, is not too contemptible to elicit their 


Thus, as soon as the Christians were secure 
from Pagan persecution, they commenced 
wrangling and fighting among themselves. 
How mild and placid a set of loving Lambs 
these Christians have truly been! How ‘“‘meek 
and lowly!” 

For, in less than fifty years after the reign 
of Constantine, we learn that the additions, 
made by the emperors and others to the 
wealth, honors and interests of the clergy, | 
were followed by a proportionable augmen-| 
tation of vices among that sacred order. The 
bishops, on one hand, mutually disputed the 
extent of jurisdiction, while, on the other 
hand, they trampled on the rights of the people 
violated the privileges of inferiors, and imi- 
tated, in their conduct and manner of living, 
the arrogance, voluptuousness, and luxury of 
magistrates and princes! Nor did the effects | 
of church power terminate thus mildly: the 
storms of persecution began to lower: the 
sword was drawn, and the flames were lighted! 
All who dared to dissent from the religion of 
the Cross, were proscribed, dispersed or ex- 
terminated! By thus returning evil for evil, 
the Christians place themselves as low, at 
least, in the scale of civilization and humani- 
ty as the Pagans, whom they call heathen. 
Can a doctrine be divine, the followers of 
which, indulge such propensities? And can 
the disseminators and advocates of such a doc- 
trine, be the benefactors of mankind? Or 
can the Founper of such a doctrine be more | 
than human? : 

The Christians, from the days of Constan- 


| 


chosen, so divided were the people, and so ob-| 





tine to the present, have exercised the same 
species of abuse towards infidels and dissen-| 
ters, which they experienced in the infancy of| 
their religion. As they were proscribed and 

oppressed by law in the days of Nero, and| 
Domitian, so they now, whenever practicable, | 
procure the passage of laws to protect them- | 
selves and exterminate all who dare to expose | 
the absurdity and deleterious influence of their’ 
doctrine, or the baneful example of their 
In governments like the United States, 


so sublime and perfect, that it could stand the, 
test at least, of investigation. But this they 
evade by saying that the Infidel’s writings are 
too contemptible for their notice: his character, 


ungrounded obloquy and holy vengeance! I 
write from experience, and have felt all I here 
relate. 

Early in the present year, (1834,)* ap- 
peared the “Auxiliary” to the Western Ex- 
aminer, [published at Galena, Illinois.] to 
which paper I was the editor, and principal 
contributor. Previous to that period, I sus- 
tained a character uncharged with crite; but, 
immediately thereupon, a stranger would have 
supposed, from the: seports in circulation, that 
I was one of the most abandoned profligates 
alive. Scarcely a crime could be named, with 
which I was not charged, and very few persons 
were wanting incredulity to give circulation 
to the slander. 1 cannot believe that these 
allegations were other than pretexts for reli- 
gious persecution, as [ could not obtain a legal 
investigation. ‘The ‘‘ chosen ones of Israel” 
supposed that if they could drive me from the 
country, by threats and violence, under the 
pretext of criminal accusations, they could 
then announce to the world, with some plau- 
sibility, that I, the horrid Infidel writer, had led 
so abandoned a course, as compelled me to flee 
the rigor of the law! Nowif I were 86 law- 
less a ruffian as represented, why did not these 
pious regulators, employ the law to correct 
me? This I solicited at the time, and none 
can deny it. The reason is, because I had 
not violated the law, of which fact, they were 
well aware. 

That the “Auxiliary” contained injudicious 
and unlucky phrases, | willingly admit, but 
ean they, in the eyes of candid men, entitle 
their author to destruction? Can they not 
find jsome palliation, when emanating from 
the age of twenty-four? Then if the crimes 
with which I have been charged, have weight 
any longer on the public mind, I still solicit, 
and shail ever hold myself ready to answer, a 
legal enquiry, whenever it can be obtained. 





* This communication has been in our hands for some 


time, but owing to circumstanees unnecessary here to 


be related, (the nature of which we have explained te 


where they are neither supported nor protec-) tie author in a letter, and whieh we h ype will be natie- 


ted by law, they cumbat their opposer by’ factory.) we have delayed until now to publish it.— 1 
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LISTIANITY.—A see 

iu S¢ o a course of lec- 
ices of Christtaniry, will be! 
eday evening next, LOth inst., 
hool rooms. Subject—; 7 
Religions on human happi- 
Gur city, and “the 
invited to attend. 
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OBITUARY. 

Died, in this city, on W ed: nesday the 4th 
inst, of pulmonary consumption, Gro. B., ‘ 
Bore, in the 30th year of his age. Mr. Bobb, | 
as aman of integrity, and a useful member | 
of society, was beloved and’ respected by all} 
who knew him. is death was that of one | 
for whom death has no terrors. | 

| 

RevarxasLe Provirence!—-A writer in! 

Ei\’e charch and-state paper, the “Phila- 

\ in,” has shown to demonstration, that)‘ 

 oresent embarrassed state of the Post Of-| 
ee de partment is to be att ributed to the pro- 
1 of the “Lord’s day,” by the trans-| 
portation of the mail on thatday! “The| 
wheels of governinent,” says the writer, | 
“have rolled onward. Every other depart-| 
ment, observing the Sabbath, has prospered. 
This anly has become embarrassed, crippled | 
and almost ruined.” Doubtless, the ‘*pow- | 
ers that be” should profit by the illumination 


of this sage scribbler. 


fom oa? 
teens 


Anotuer Provivence!—Rochester, Jan. 15. 
--- The Methodist Chapel in Ruins.---This stu- 
vendous structure, corner of Fitzhugh and 
Pufialo streets, was consumed by fire this} 
morning, 15th inst. When first discovered 
(about half past three o’clock, ) the flames were 
bursting out of the north west side window, 
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sr or Wincure- 

er.—A true bill w ae on Wednesday found by 
the grand jury of Surrey, against the Bishop 
of Winciester wih nine others, among w hom 
are three clergymen and two magistrates, on 
en indictment for an assault committed upon 


THE 


INDICTMENT OF 


| the Rev. Cornelius Griffin, at a public meeting 


‘recently held at Epsom, on behalf of the so- 
ciety for the propagation of she Gospel in 
foreign parts. —English paper. 


The Rev. Eowarp Irvine died at Glasgow, 
on the 6th inst., in the 43d year of his age.—Jb 


New Mexico anp Sonora.---Advices have 


vy received at New Orleans from Mexico to 


he 6th, and Tampico to the 13th Deeember. 
From these accounts, it appears that th e Indi- 
Santa ive, were 
composed of warlike hordes of Camanches, 
and other tribes inhabiting the prairies between 
the Arkansas and New Mexico. ‘Fhey had 


|attacked and destroved the few scattered villa- 


Santa Fe and San Antonio, 
(T exas, ) and carried away many of the inbab- 
itants. But information had reachcd Mexico 
from the first mentioned town, that al) the in- 
habitants had taken up arms, and were deter~ 
mined to make a stand against the enemy, un- 
til the arrival of troops, which had been order- 
ed from San Luis. No doubt was entertained, 
that these would arsive in time to save the city 
of Santa Fe from attack. The state of Sono- 
ra was threatened by the Moquis,. Yapipais 
and Apaches tribes; but it appears that no 


| serious apprehensions were entertained on that 


near the furnace by which the reoms were }side of the frontier.---Mo. Repub. 
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a NS SR ie ee 
Meexxesa or tre Lonp’s propce.---The, and roll beck to the abyss of the ocean whence 
following is taken from an ancieat history of they proceeded! Let the fire that e»ve ani- 
Conneticut: Soon after the settlement of the | mation to his system, q Witch ig ita 
town of New Haven, a number of persons | ganizati on could no longer sv po 
went over to what is now called the town of! return to the source of ‘si ‘at and belt 1 Om 
Milford, where finding the soil very good, they whence it emanated, pure and undeiled as 
were desirous to effect a settlement; but the! when first it fell! 
premises were inthe peaceable posses ssion of| And lastly, thou, oh breath of life, if per- 
the Indians, and some conscientious scruples; chance thou art of a nature separate from 
nrose as to the propriety of deposing and ex-) others, return to the unkown being that pro- 
peng them.---'T'o test the case, a church meet-| duced the2!—or, if thou art only a mixeuwe 
ing was called, and the matter determined by | of material elements, mayest thou, afier being 
solemn vote of thatsacred body. After seve-| dispersed in the universe, again assemble thy 
ral speeches had been made in relation to the | scattered particles to form another citizea as 
subject, they proceeded to pass votes--the first! virtuous as this has been! 
was as follows: “Voted tiat the earth is the | —_—_—— 
Lord’s, and the fullness thereof.” This pas-| Wsitp Mav.---A man has lately been found 
sed in the affirmative, with great unanimity, lin the mijst of the woods and mountains of 
2d. “Voted, that the earth is given to the! Hartzwald, in Bohemia, who it is presumed 
saints.” This was also determined like the, must have been there irom his infancy. He 
former. 3d. “Voted, we are the saints,” appears to be about thirty ve are of; ge, but he 
which. passing without a dissenting voice, cannot articulate a word. tle bellows, or ra- 
the title was considered indisputable, and ther howls, his voice being like that ofa dog’s. 
the Indians were soon compelled to evacuate | He runs on all fours, and the moment he per- 
the place, and relinquish the possession to the ceives a human being, clambers to the top of 
righiful owners. ~\ the trees like an ape, and jumps from branch 
oe ito branch with amazing agility. When he 
DombcraFt.—The most dangerous crafi| sees a bird or any other game, he pursues it, 
(exce; xt Priesteraft) which we have to dread, | almost always with success. He was brought 
is Dumb- craft. ‘The man who does not ex- | to Prague, but all attemp's to tame him have 
press his honest opinion at all times, and under | been fruitle ‘ss; indeed, he sppears incapable 
all circumstances—who can stand by and hear! of acquiring the habits of civilized life. 
the truth perverted, travested, caricatured, | Paris Paper. 
and not open his mouth—that man is ready | 
to be rode like a beast of burden——-he should | THe Learnep Horse.—I!n the reien of 
change shapes with the spaniel, and wear a! Elizabeth, a man named Banks got a great 
collar about his neck. These are the men deal of money by showing about his horse; 
whom we have to fear—these that toy with all! which, Sir Kenelm D igby says, in the thirty- 
opinions—become all things to all men—who, | seventh chapter of his Treaties, “Of Bodies,” 
for the sake of secu ring a few mors votes at. **would resiore a glove to its true owner, after 
an election, or a few wore customers to his' his master had whispered that man’s name in 
shop, buries the pearl of truth deep in his in- | his ear, and would tell the just number of 
most eoul, and only dares to gaze upon it when | pane in any piece of silver barely shoved 
night and silence are abroad. Elevate no such | him | hy his master.” When the attractions of 
man to office, if you prize your hallowed in- , this extraordinary steed began somewhat to 
stitutions—vote rather for an open enemy-~ subside, Banks took it to France; there the 
but give no man an office that woild unite! priests stirred up the populace to tear him and 
God and Mammon—no, not even that of a/ bis horse to pieces, as wizards. Banks sha- 


























sireet-sweeper.— Fisk. i;med them out of their rash e: Aside 1s, and 
sae | proved to the contrary, by making his horse 
FUNERAL GRATION OF THE PARSES: ibow at the sign of the cross, which it wes 


(A people of Cambaya, in the empire of the Mogul.) | thought a wizard was prevented froin doing 

Oh Earth! Gh common mother of every | by his infernal contract with his Satanic ma- 
animate and inanimate thing which resteth on jesty. He then proceeded to Rome, but there 
ttry bosom, take back what to thee pertains of! both he and his steed were act tually burnt, oa 
the body of thy offspring; let the lighter ele-; the exploded supposition of magic. 
ments of which his body is composed, exhale | 
jnto surrounding space, mix with its kindred | Porrvcvese Axcris.-—On the orcasion of 
elements, and, falling in rein on the moun-!a grand procession in honor of the Vicgin 
tains, replenish the stre ius, fertilise the plains, | whieh takes place annually at Mezane, (the 
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Brighton of Purtugel,) all the most beautiful|the seller. ‘*No, not worth a cent.” ‘Well, 
boys in the neighborhood were selected to offi- | that beats all natur,” said the seller, “‘I tried 


ciate as angels. ‘They were twelve in number, 
and were gaily attired in garments of gold 
and silver tissue, with pasteboard wings upon 
their shoulders. They were intended to sur- 
round the figure of the Virgin, and formed a 
very striking feature in the procession. They 
were all carefully dressed, and desired to keep 
themselves quiet until they were called to take 
their place beside Nossa Senhora. ‘This was, 
however, by no means easy to children under 
six years of age, and, accordingly, when the 
priests had taken their places, the wax candles 
were lighted, the censors filled, and the Virgin 
ready to start, it was discovered that two of the 
** little angels” were missing. 
consternation of those who had been entrust- 


| the *tarnal critter for every thing else, all to no 
|purpose, sol thought he must be good for 
|?coons.”” 


Crocxet’s Last.---Alluding to some cele- 
bration or other, the Col. is reported to have 
said---‘‘] met four of the party going home. 
Of the four, there was not one who could have 
hit the ground with his hat, at three trials.” 


Description of an. uncomfortable place." 
Ranrer, a sort of Mawworm in Hood’s No- 
|vel of ‘T'yln-Hall, describes Hell as ‘none of 





Great was the | your November bonny fires, but flames ever- 


lasting without end---where the more you are 


ed with the care of them---they searched, as | roiled, the more you aint done. 
they imagined, every possible and every im-| == 
possible place; ‘until at length,” said the 
priest who told me the story, ** in despair I ran 
into a stable, the door of which I saw standing 
open, and: there I found the two d 

angels playing at pitch and hustle.” 


d Kittle 


-THE RETURN HOME, 


In search of amusement abroad if we wander, 
Novel scenes for a while may the senses decoy, 
But short the delight their attractions can render, 
If wedded affection partake not the joy. 
Without the loved bosom to share each transaction, 
"Tis in vain that to distance for pleasure we roam, 
For the magnet still points to the source of attraction, 


And the heart, tho’ long travelled, still points to its | 


home. 


O home! how delightful thy tranquil enjoyments, 
When again on thy hearth the tired limbs are reclined, 

When wearied no longer with restless emplovments, 
We resign to calm pleasure the indolent mind! 

©1 moments of bliss, when all thronging around me, 
I see the bright faces. with pleasure more bright, 


Whilst one, *midst the rest, more rejoiced to have | 


found me, 
Glows with warmer emotions, with deeper delight. 


Thus dewn from the mountain some rivulet gushing, 
O' er the precipice steep gives its current to flow, 
In eddies now swept, now in cataracts rushing, 
Till it reaches at length the calm valley below. 
There, tormented no more by its vagrant meanders, 
Its fugitive waves seem delighted to rest, 
4) or its placid expanse nota breath of air wanders, 
And heaven smiles serene in the calm soft breast. 


ASTONISHING DEFICIENcy.—A man once 
wished to buy a good ’coon dog, for which he 
would pay a liberal price. He was soon of- 


fered one which the owner said was first rate— | 


excellent. ‘ne price was paid, and on trial 
the purchaser found that the dog would nei- 
ther hunt ’coons nor any thing else. Return- 
ing to the seller, he accused him of deception. 
“Why, aint he a cood dog for ‘coons?” said 
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